
NAWMP, The Public Trust, and Public Service

The Heart and Soul of Conservation



North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan

Visionary 
model of 

international, 
partner-based 
conservation 



▪Accelerated habitat 
loss
▪Questions about bird 

population responses
▪ Erosion of 

conservation support

Challenges



Declining Participation in Hunting
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National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife Associated Recreation (2011 & preliminary 2016)



Increasing Participation in Wildlife Viewing
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National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife Associated Recreation (2011 & preliminary 2016)



Americans 
▪ have strong affection 

for nature
▪ make time for nature 

with social support 
▪ believe that 

intelligence of future 
generations is 
connected to nature 
exposure

Opportunities
From: The Nature of Americans

Kellert et al.



2012 
NAWMP 
Revision

A New Goal

Birds

HabitatPeople



People

Birds Habitat



Enriching Lives

• Doing what we 
love

• And making the 
world a better 
place for others



Public 
Service: It’s all 
about the 
people

Rewards 
of Putting 
People 
First



Public Trust 
Doctrine

Body of law that holds 
certain natural 
resources such as 
water, fish, and 
wildlife, are held in 
trust for the benefit of 
people.



Trust Asset Trustee Trust 
Manager

Beneficiary

Terms Used in Public Trust



R3: Recruitment, 
Retention, Reactivation



What 
People 
Want



“…the future of the profession will be 
created (and inherited) by those 
managers who adopt, refine and 
practice the evolving beneficiary 
approach in conservation and 
management of public trust wildlife."

- Decker et al., 2017



Our Work 
Matters!

People

Birds Habitat
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